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Abstract: Hanif Kureishi is one of the most prominent representatives for the
new generation of British South-Asian writers. He has consistently been writing
about immigrant groups in contemporary Britain, with special interests in their
marriage, family and sensibilities. The Body, Kureishi’s early novella, centers on
the protagonist Adam’s narrative of ageing, presents his body transplantation as
the center of interests, and focalizes his narration of physical ageing in body and
psychological paradox in identity. Examined from an ethical literary points of
view, the body transplantation in fact serves as the ethical knot of ageing narrative,
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while the identity paradox as its ethical line, and they interweave with each other
to constitute an ethical structure of body writing as well as the ethical space of
identity metaphor. The literary ethical criticism of this novella presents ethical
issues from body writing to identity narratives, and facilitates the understanding of
ethical construction of the narratives of ageing as bildung and transformation in a
metaphorical structure of body and soul.
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