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Abstract: The famous American dramatist Tony Kushner’s Angels in America is
an important play of multi-layered themes, with important issues in contemporary
American society such as AIDS, homosexuality and politics interweaving each
other. Beginning from the perspective of ethical confusion caused by the conflicts
between the homosexual character Joseph Pitt’s sexual orientation and his
traditional religious, family and political ethics, the essay analyzes the process from
the three ethical choices he makes to construct his heterosexual ethical identity, to
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his abandonment of the traditional ethical responsibilities and the construction of
homosexual identity when striking by the disappointment to the reality and inner
desire, till his total failure at the end of the play because of the absence of the
ethical responsibilities. By doing this, the essay demonstrates the ethical confusion
and anxieties in ethical identities American homosexuals faced with as well as the
choices they made in the 1980s, and explores the ethical teaching the playwright
tries to convey through the play.
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CRAEAERED) Rt =4, 28 E ) 25 ED T R 2w v
SRS B R A T RENAM, FIMATT IR R 2R A8 i 2 oA A 1
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