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Abstract: The quality of animal literature is decided largely by the way the writer
regards and expresses the similarities and differences between humans and animals,
especially by the writer’s thoughts about issues of animal ethics. Animals in Shen
Shixi’s animal fiction are often placed in ethical dilemmas similar to those faced
by human beings, and have to make an ethical decision that humans make. The
writer makes his ethical choice between humanity and bestiality by keeping only
those natural behavior patterns and norms of animals that conform to human moral
standards and transforming or distorting those that do not. Many episodes in his
wolf fiction that involves the education of wolf cubs by their natural or foster

mothers severely violate animal ethics, revealing as a result the evils in human
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nature as well as the author’s own power admiration.
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