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Title: From Ethical Criticism to Ethical Literary Criticism: A Preface to American
Ethical Criticism: A Survey

Abstract: The 1980s witnessed the refreshing of ethical turn in studies of literature
and philosophy and thus the reviving of American ethical criticism. American
Ethical Criticism: A Survey by Yang Gexin is the first monograph focusing on
the evolvement of western ethical criticism. Firstly, the monograph explores the
necessity and possibility of American ethical criticism on the basis of a detailed
review on the close relation between literature and ethics as well as the practices of
moral criticism. Then, it generalizes the reasons and characteristics of ethical turn
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in literary researches of the 1980s, discusses the main ideas of three critics who
made important contribution to the renaissance of ethical criticism, and analyzes
the main figures of new humanism ethical criticism and deconstructionism ethical
criticism from aspects of theoretical foundations, main concepts, and critical
practices. Finally, it makes a brief review on the reception of American ethical
criticism in China, and then explores its reconstruction and perfection. The author
believes that the ethical literary criticism, initiated by Chinese scholars, perfects
American ethical criticism in theory by proving that literature grows out of the
ethical demand and the ethical function is primary while the aesthetic one is
secondary, and in practice by defining a set of new critical terms and illustrating
their application.
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