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Abstract: Epipsychidion is one of Shelley’s important long poems, and also
a meditation on Platonic Love. Although the word /ove has been mentioned
frequently in Shelley’s Poems, it is quite different from that mentioned by the
ordinary people. In Epipsychidion, what Love illustrates is something sublime in
close relation to the spirit of love or the soul of love. Love of this kind is sure to
make the soul strengthen its power of good, enabling a man to live a philosophical
life with sacred beauty. In the poem, Emily and “I”’ are combined into an eternal
One, “with love and life and light and deity” hidden inside, and the sacred love is
shown with the help of mythological narrative. Mythology is like a moist fertile
earth or lubricant that tends to make a literary work moving and touching enough,
full of charming power.
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