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Abstract: William Shakespeare paid special attention to the problem of law in his
writings, and his drama Hamlet refers to many legal issues. The protagonist Hamlet
has a strong legal consciousness. This strong consciousness is closely linked with
his humanist education. It is this legal consciousness that greatly affected his
actions, and postponed his revenges. The author of the paper thinks that Hamlet’s
delay originated from the profound reverence and deep awe towards the human
law. The legal consciousness is the touchstone of the personal revenge or “setting
the time right”. It is his humanist idea and legal consciousness that obstruct the
implement of the revenge and strengthen the historical mission of reforming
or setting the time right, and at the same time make the character Hamlet more
magnificent.
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