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After Ethics of Freedom: Shi Tiesheng’s
Religious Ethics in His Late Works
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Title: After Ethics of Freedom: Shi Tiesheng’s Religious Ethics in His Late Works
Abstract: No contemporary Chinese writers reflected so seriously and intelligently
on religious ethics as Shi Tiesheng did. His late novels and esssys, such as My
“Ding Yi”" Journey (2006), Faith in Christianism in the Day, Faith in Buddhism
in the Night (2012), all depict characters’ ethical confusion, and show the author’s
expicit interest in divine value rather than ethics of freedom. Yet Shi Tiesheng is
an intellectual with a full embrace of the philosophies of Enlightenment. His faith
in Christianity in the name of “salvation of world” and “willingness to love” was
essentially self-fulfilling ethics. Although Shi Tiesheng gave up the enlightenment
after Retreat Notes (1996, 2009), his pursuit of subjectivity in enlightenment
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philosophy was still entangled with his religious thought, thus formed an utilitarian
religious ethics which showed ideological division from Christians or Buddhists.
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