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Title: The Conflict Between Rational Will and Free Will: An Ethical Literary
Interpretation of Idylls of the King

Abstract: Idylls of the King, the most ambitious work of Alfred Tennyson,
describes the process of the Arthur Kingdom from foundation to decline and fall.
Scholars have given various interpretations of it. This paper holds that in the long
poem, King Arthur is actually the embodiment of rational will, Knights of the
Round Table symbolize free will and Arthur’s vows represent ethical consciousness.
The conflict between King Arthur and Knights of the Round Table figuratively
demonstrates the struggle between rational will and free will. The tragic end of the
Round Table Knights reveals that free will is powerful and uncontrollable and that
rational will is circumscribed. It is a sobering reminder.
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