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Title: A Study on Miyamoto Yuriko’s Ethical Choice in Her Novel Writing
Abstract: Miyamoto Yuriko is a female writer representing Japan who wrote
for the proletariat class. Although from a bourgeois background, she made an
ethical choice to push for the equality of people. Her life as an egalitarian activist
is represented in her writing that glorifies the ethical choice of the figures in her
works. To be sure, the ethical choices made by the author do not exactly translate
into those made by the fictional characters. Nonetheless, her autobiographical
novels feature protagonists who go through experiences similar to the author’s. Her
inclination to egalitarian activism is projected in her art. The itinerary of Yuriko
becoming a proletarian writer is the subject of her own novels from her debut work
to her major works. The principle behind the acts of the autobiographical characters
is the cause of equality as the motivation of ethical choices. This was the ideal of
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Yuriko’s literary work that called for levelling the gap between the rich and the
poor, male and female, and finally for the abolition of class distinctions. This shows
the question of ethical choice through which the writer grows up from a bourgeois
to become a writer for the proletariat. And it suggests the possibility of proletarian
literature that deals with the ethical choice made by a writer while growing up.
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