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Abstract: Claude Rawson is a world-renowned expert in eighteenth-century
literature, and his research, immensely broad, judicious and erudite, is an exemplar
of interdisciplinary research. However, Rawson’s interdisciplinary research is not
for the sake of interdisciplinarity. It is instead a study based on a full understanding
of literary texts and their historical contexts, backed with his profound knowledge
of related disciplines. Rawson opposes the excesses of theory-driven abstraction
in literary criticism and endorses the centrality of the particular literary text in

criticism. In his elaborate analysis of the textual nuances and historical materials, he



198 | Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature / Vol. 9, No. 1, March 2025

unveils in many ways the complexities and paradoxes of moral sentiments that are
not readily apparent. Rawson’s critical idea that “good literary criticism is ethical”
is best demonstrated in his many Presidential Addresses for the opening ceremonies
of various annual symposiums of IAELC as well as in his innovative analysis of
the writings of barbarism and European imagination in literature. Rawson’s view of
literary criticism sheds lights on rereading the writings of barbarism and cannibalism
and their cultural metaphors in Chinese and foreign literature. Borrowing Rawson’s
critical approaches in his God, Gulliver, and Genocide, this paper attempts a cultural
re-interpretation of the writings of cannibalism in Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe,
Lu Xun’s The Diary of a Madman, Chen Zhongshi’s White Deer Plains and Mo
Yan’s The Republic of Wine.
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FLAWRE,

DRBIZ WX B IE R B — S Hg 5, (B2, XMl it iEsrly, —
PMHEERE S IFRHAM A SR A E ALY .

EEEVERT KFE L RHIZ . ISHL CENRE KL « HUH
(John Rhichetti) 7E (HLVE) e BEESC, B D BRBGZ MWW FL AR A1 A
BB, i AR SRk A ERE T, R AN S fhE T
RISCAR I Z R, BARERRBMEEE G TROE, PHRARE
IRZ J7 #ERRAEAL, M FErr S tes . SR EXR. FHEIME A AR
(eeees ) AR Z A TE T, AR AR L 5K, 1 B2 — 4 1)
L. 7 sk, BRI ANGE A H IS AR R, HE
BUR, Mg —0 “RIGMZINT o PRI AIN, ST KRB AL, HiL
HANSCEE R BT S, FESCAR AT SRSV FIS g, BRsTE S 5 IR
3 52 A S — — R BLEFRA TR AT -
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