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Perspectives (2019) by Professor Shang Biwu is a new monograph as one of books 
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of “China Perspectives” published in the Routledge publishing house. It marks 

a breakthrough by a Chinese scholar in the field of unnatural narratology. This 

monograph in the beginning introduces and analyzes the present core issues and 

critical debates of unnatural narratology, and then explores in depth the unnatural 

elements such as the unnatural event, character, time, space, and metalepsis 

from transnational and comparative perspectives. Subsequently, it elaborates the 

unnatural tradition and characteristics of unnaturalness in the Chinese and Iraqi 

literature other than European and American ones, coupling with the samples of 

Chinese contemporary time travel narratives, Zhiguai tales of the six dynasties 

in China and Iraqi contemporary writer Hassan Blasim’s short stories. What’s 

more, this monograph creatively puts forward and explores the relevant issues on 

ingeniously predicts the future of unnatural narratology, dissects its problems, 

and tentatively points out the possible ways out for the development of unnatural 

narratology in depth and width. 
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