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Abstract: The Macartney Mission’s visit to China in 1793 was presented as bar-
barians bearing tributes on the Ba Man Jin Bao porcelain vase. Such a misrepre-
sentation appears to be a result of the existing narrative tradition but, in reality,
reflects how earthbound China remained stagnated in an “acquaintance society”
and reflects how unprepared and uncomfortable people then felt towards the advent
of a society of strangers. This story, in which strangers were mistaken for acquain-
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tances, tells us that globalization is an inevitable trend in the world today. Modern
people need to deal not only with the acquaintances around them, but also with an
increasing number of “distant strangers.” Mirrors of brass help us to get dressed,
while the “mirrors of porcelain” help us to look ahead and choose the right path in
today’s modern world.
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