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Title: Narrative, Metaphor and Images: An In-depth Research into John Keats’ Son-
nets

Abstract: As a brilliant representative of the British Romantic poets in the 19"
century, John Keats developed his own unique style, comforted the dry and with-
ered soul with poetry, and dwelt in the world by composing lyrics, which exerted
a profound impact on British literature in the second half of the 19" century and
the early 20" century. His sonnets were abundant in metaphorical narrative images,
which sketched myriad entities in the world and depicted numerous bleak and sad,
heart-breaking and shocking scenes that mirrored the joys and sorrows of all living
beings and reflected their ideal for a comfortable and tranquil life. Metaphor is the
foundation of poetry, and images are the essence of poetic aesthetics. We resorted to
contemporary metaphorology for an exploration and uncovered that the metaphori-
cal narrative is an approach for human beings to organize and conceive of behaviors
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in plots. The marvel of Keats’ sonnets lies in the fact that these sonnets, starting
from metaphorical images that are ubiquitous and omnipotent in daily life, help
weave fascinating and intoxicating masterpieces depending on narrative structures.
Keywords: Keats; narrative; metaphor; image

Author: Sun Yi, is Professor at Institute of Foreign Literature and Culture, Guang-
dong University of Foreign Studies (Guangzhou 510420, China). His academic re-
search focuses on contemporary metaphorology and cognitive narratology (Email:
sytony9728@163.com).
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