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Title: Ethical Identity of Self and Other in American 9/11 Novels

Abstract: As literary responses to 9/11 terrorist attacks, American 9/11 novels
recently experiences the ongoing transition from homogeneous representation of
violence and trauma to reflective depiction of ethical identity which “self” tend to
take as victims and “other” as terrorists in the ear of disorder. From the perspective
of ethical literary criticism, this paper explores the changing ethical identity of
self and other presented in Falling Man, Extremely Loud & Incredible Close, The
Reluctant Fundamentalist and other American 9/11 novels. This paper further
examines how these 9/11 novels construct a discourse of self-other encounter in
which ethical identity of self and other is reformed not as enemies but as equal
communities with the aim of mutual understanding among different ethical groups.
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homogeneous stereotype of self and other, call on self to get closer to other, and
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