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Title: Amélie’s Ethical Choice and Identity Construction in Amélie Nothomb’s
Stupeur et tremblements

Abstract: Stupeur et tremblements is one of the most important novels of the
Belgian female writer Amélie Nothomb. The work centers on the cultural conflict
between the Belgiqn girl Amélie and her Japanese colleagues, and tells the story
of Amélie’s setbacks while working in Japan. Amélie, a Belgian girl, has been
influenced by Japanese culture since she was a child, so she yearns for a Japanese
identity. She chooses to return to Japan at adult age. However, some of the Japanese
colleagues she met were indifferent and hypocritical, the rejection of Amélie shows
that they do not recognize Amélie’s Japanese identity. As a result, Amélie fell into
an ethical predicament and had to flee Japan and return to Belgium, re-examining
her Belgian identity. Amélie Nothomb emphasized the importance of ethics in the
process of value reconstruction in Stupeur et tremblements expressing her own and

Amélie’s negative attitude towards ethnocentralism.
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1 See L. Amanieux, Le récit siamois: Identité et personnage dans I'@uvre d’Amélie Nothomb, Paris:
Albin Michel, 2009.
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