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Abstract: As the academic journal of International Association for Ethical Literary
Criticism, Interdisciplinary Studies of Literature collects a cluster of articles to
probe into the theoretical construction of ethical literary criticism and its key terms
of critical discourse. In the conceptual system of ethical literary criticism, human
civilization undergoes three successive stages: natural selection, ethical selection
and scientific selection. In the theoretical framework of ethical literary criticism,
literature originates form the need of hominid to express their ethical concepts, and
ethical selection is carried out through ethical choice, which is not only the basic



From Ethical Selection to Scientific Selection / Yang Gexin | 417

principle of ethical selection, but also the core theory of ethical literary criticism.
However, humans in the stage of ethical selection will gradually die of disease and
aging and yield to a new world composed of scientific people. When a large number
of scientific people appear in the process of scientific selection, human beings step
into the age of scientific selection.
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