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Title: Onegin’s Ethical Choice and Ethical Predicament in Eugenii Onegin
Abstract: Pushkin’s Eugenii Onegin depicts the multiple ethical orders in the early
19th century and presents various ethical issues faced by the protagonist Onegin.
Viewed from the perspective of Ethical Literary Criticism, this novel describes a
series of Onegin’s ethical choices and concludes with an open ending of ethical
predicament. It is Onegin’s free will that drive him to reject Dagiana’s courtship,
and lead to the tragedy of Lensky’s death; at the same time, under their positive
influence, he shows the good side of his character, and is able to restrain his free
will with rational will, and make correct ethical choices. After returning from his
journey, Onegin fells into an ethical predicament. The essential reason behind the
ethical predicament is that Onegin cannot make correct value judgments in the
coexisting different ethical order and moral values in society.
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