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Abstract: Walt Whitman and Allen Ginsberg are often regarded as American 
prophet-poets. They believe that the spontaneous expressions from the depth of 
their souls are prophecies containing spiritual wisdom. Some of their poems, 
especially “Song of Myself” and “Howl,” are rich in prophetic inspirations. 
Whitman sings praise for America and looks forward to its bright future in “Song 
of Myself,” while Ginsberg reveals the darkness of American society and warns 
against America’s decline in “Howl.” In “Song of Myself” and “Howl,” there are 
many parallelism sentences which bear great similarity with those in the Bible. The 

Bible also endow “Song of Myself” and “Howl” with strong 
prophetic features.
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And they shall make a spoil of thy riches, and make a prey of thy 
merchandise: and they shall break down thy walls, and destroy thy pleasant 
houses: and they shall lay thy stones and thy timber and thy dust in the midst 
of the water.

And I will cause the noise of thy songs to cease; and the sound of thy 
harps shall be no more heard.

And I will make thee like the top of a rock: thou shalt be a place to 
spread nets upon; thou shalt be built no more: for I the LORD have spoken it, 
saith the Lord GOD. Ezekiel 26.12-14 1

“ ” “ ”

“You shall” “For me” “I 
know” “Where” “What” “Earth of ”

 

You shall possess the good of the earth and sun, (there are millions of 
suns left,)

You shall no longer take things at second or third hand, nor look through 
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the eyes of the dead, nor feed on the spectres in books,
You shall not through my eyes either, nor take things from me, (189-90) 1

“You shall”

And I know that the hand of God is the elder hand of my own, 
And I know that the spirit of God is the eldest brother of my own, 
And that all men ever born are also my brothers, and the women my 

sister and lovers, (192) 

“ ”
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· Krystyna Mazur “and”
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who poverty and tatters and hollow-eyed and high sat
 up smoking in the supernatural darkness of

 contemplating jazz,
who bared their brains to Heaven under the El

Walt Whitman Walt Whitman: Complete Poetry and 
Collected Prose ( New York: Literary Classics of the United States, Inc.,1982)
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 and saw Mohammedan angels staggering on
 tenement roofs illuminated, 
who passed through universities with radiant eyes
 hallucinating Arkansas and Blake-light tragedy
 among the scholars of war, (Ginsberg Collected Poems 134)
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