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Abstract: Since ancient times, Japanese have been singing of the natural beauty 

“kerria japonica (or kerria),” thereby, exploring Japanese aesthetic sensibility. From 

Japanese daily life; its image is constantly changing with the times as well. In the 

world” or “Huang Quan” in Chinese; kerria japonicas, those in full bloom on the 
bank, are oftentimes appreciated by people, and arouse homesickness. Entering 
the Heian period, Waka compositions pay more attention to kerria japonica’s 

compared to young lady of extremely beauty, or functions as an agent to recall the 
bygone happy time shared with lovers. In addition, kerria japonica, together with 

color of gardenia yellow is usually matched with aristocratic garments. In Haikai 
compositions of early modern times, kerria japonica is assimilated to gold, hence 
beginning to relate to money. Furthermore, during this period, people’s focuses lie 
not only in its peculiar fragrance or implicit recollection, but in the improvisation 

(townspeople) at that time. Kerria japonica of thhis period is no longer used to 
express regret at fading-away spring, and no more sybolizes extraordinarily beauful 

sensibility, contained in kerria japonica, has been changing as time goes. In such 
ways, we can truly appreciate unique Japanese aesthetic sensibility of every age.
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